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English Collocations in Use with Answers

Understanding and mastering collocations is an essential part of becoming fluent and natural in
English. Collocations are words that are commonly used together, and knowing them helps you
speak and write more confidently and accurately. This article explores various English collocations
in use with answers, providing clear explanations, examples, and practice exercises to enhance
your language skills.

What Are Collocations?

A collocation is a combination of words that frequently go together. These combinations sound
natural to native speakers but may be challenging for learners because they often cannot be
guessed solely based on the meaning of individual words. For example, we say "make a decision"
rather than "do a decision," and "strong coffee" rather than "powerful coffee."

Types of Collocations

Understanding different types of collocations can help you use them more effectively:

1. Adjective + Noun

- Strong coffee

- Heavy rain

- Fast car

- Beautiful scenery

2. Verb + Noun

- Make a decision
- Do homework

- Take a shower
- Save time
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3. Noun + Noun

- Traffic jam

- Data analysis

- Business meeting
- Research project

4. Verb + Adverb

- Run quickly

- Speak fluently
- Work hard

- Arrive early

5. Preposition + Noun
- In charge of
- On purpose

- At risk
- By chance

Common English Collocations with Answers

Below are some frequently used collocations, categorized for easier learning, with example
sentences to show their correct usage.

1. Collocations with "make"
- Make a decision ? She had to make a decision about her career.
- Make an effort ? You should make an effort to improve your English.
- Make progress ? He is making progress in his studies.

- Make a mistake ? Everyone makes mistakes.

2. Collocations with "do"

- Do homework ? | need to do my homework before dinner.
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- Do the dishes ? Can you do the dishes tonight?
- Do business ? They do business with clients worldwide.
- Do exercise ? It's important to do exercise regularly.
3. Collocations with "take"
- Take a break ? Let's take a short break.
- Take a photo ? Can you take a photo of us?
- Take responsibility ? She is willing to take responsibility for her actions.
- Take a nap ? | like to take a nap in the afternoon.
4. Collocations with "have"
- Have a conversation ? They had a long conversation about politics.
- Have breakfast/lunch/dinner ? We usually have breakfast at 7 a.m.
- Have a good time ? We had a good time at the party.
- Have an idea ? Do you have any ideas for the project?
5. Collocations with "get"
- Get up ? | get up early every day.
- Get ready ? She is getting ready for her trip.

- Get lost ? If you get lost, ask someone for directions.
- Get a job ? He managed to get a job in London.

Useful Tips for Learning Collocations

Learning collocations can be challenging, but these tips can make the process easier:

1. Use Collocation Dictionaries

- Specialized dictionaries help you find common word combinations.

2. Read Extensively

- Exposure to authentic language through books, articles, and conversations helps you observe
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collocations in context.

3. Practice in Context

- Use collocations in your speaking and writing exercises to reinforce memory.

4. Keep a Vocabulary Notebook

- Record new collocations and review them regularly.

5. Use Collocation Exercises

- Complete exercises and quizzes to test your knowledge.

Practice Exercises with Answers

Test your understanding of common collocations with these exercises.

Exercise 1: Fill in the blanks with the correct collocation

- She decided to ____ a decision about moving to a new city.
- They need to ___ a meeting to discuss the project.

- After working all day, I liketo ___ aquick __ .

- The company aims to ____ progress in the next quarter.
-He always  alotof _ before exams.

Answers:

- make

- hold

- take, nap

- make

- does, effort

Exercise 2: Match the collocation with its meaning
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a) Make a mistake
b) Do exercise
c) Take responsibility
d) Have a good time
e) Get lost
- To enjoy oneself
- To become confused about one's location
- To be accountable for something
- To commit an error
- To perform physical activity
Answers:
a) 4. To commit an error
b) 5. To perform physical activity
c) 3. To be accountable for something
d) 1. To enjoy oneself

e) 2. To become confused about one's location

Conclusion

Vol. 2025, Issue 8

Mastering collocations is a key step toward fluency and natural communication in English. By
familiarizing yourself with common word combinations, practicing them in context, and incorporating
them into your speaking and writing, you'll develop greater confidence and accuracy. Remember,
consistent practice and exposure are essential ? so read widely, listen to native speakers, and keep
a record of new collocations you encounter. With dedication, you'll find that using collocations

becomes second nature, making your English sound more natural and polished.

Additional Resources for Learning Collocations
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- Collocation dictionaries: Such as "Oxford Collocations Dictionary"

- Online exercises: Websites like BBC Learning English, British Council
- Apps: Quizlet, Anki for flashcards

- Reading materials: Newspapers, magazines, and novels in English

Happy learning!
English Collocations in Use with Answers: A Comprehensive Review

Understanding English collocations in use with answers is fundamental for learners aiming to
enhance their fluency and naturalness in speaking and writing English. Collocations?words that
frequently go together?are the building blocks of idiomatic and fluent language, helping learners
sound more native-like. This review explores the significance of collocations, the structure and
features of collocation dictionaries, the value of practice exercises with answers, and tips for
effectively mastering collocations.

What Are Collocations and Why Are They Important?

Collocations refer to the habitual juxtaposition of words that native speakers commonly use together.
For example, "make a decision,"” "strong coffee," or "heavy rain." Learning collocations is crucial
because it:

- Improves fluency and naturalness in speech and writing.

- Helps avoid awkward or unnatural phrasing.

- Enhances vocabulary retention by understanding how words typically combine.
- Assists in comprehension during listening and reading.

Features of Collocations:

- They can be classified into different types: verb + noun, adjective + noun, adverb + adjective,
etc.

- Collocations are often fixed or semi-fixed, meaning they can sometimes be flexible but generally
follow patterns.

- They vary depending on context, register, and idiomatic usage.

Features of "English Collocations in Use" with Answers

The resource titled "English Collocations in Use with Answers" (commonly associated with books by
Michael McCarthy and Felicity O'Dell) offers learners a structured way to understand and practice
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collocations.

Key Features:

- Structured Units: Divided by themes (e.g., work, environment, emotions), making it easier to
focus on relevant vocabulary.

- Clear Explanations: Each collocation is explained in context, with example sentences.

- Practice Exercises: Followed by answers, enabling self-assessment.

- Real-Life Usage: Examples reflect natural language, helping learners grasp how collocations
are used authentically.

- Progressive Difficulty: From basic to more complex collocations, suitable for various levels.

Benefits of Using "Collocations in Use" with Answers
Incorporating exercises with answers into your learning process offers several advantages:

- Immediate Feedback: Self-check exercises allow learners to identify mistakes and correct them
instantly.

- Reinforcement of Learning: Repetition through practice consolidates collocation patterns.

- Confidence Building: Correct answers reduce uncertainty, encouraging more speaking and
writing.

- Self-Directed Learning: Enables learners to practice independently at their own pace.
Features (Pros and Cons):
| Pros | Cons |

| Facilitates active recall through exercises | May require supplementary materials for advanced
learners |

| Provides clear, contextualized examples | Some exercises might be too simple for advanced
learners |

| Boosts confidence with immediate answer keys | Limited scope if used without broader context |

| Suitable for self-study and classroom use | Needs regular updates to include new collocations |
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Types of Exercises with Answers and Their Effectiveness

The core strength of "English Collocations in Use" with answers lies in its variety of exercise types,
each serving different learning objectives:

Fill-in-the-Blank Exercises
These exercises require learners to choose the correct collocation to complete sentences.
Example:
"She hasalotof __ (experience / experienced) in teaching."
Answer: experience
Effectiveness:
- Reinforces pattern recognition.
- Builds context-specific usage.
Matching Exercises
Learners match collocations with their meanings or with example sentences.
Example:
Match the collocation with its meaning:
- "Make an effort"
- "Heavy rain”
- "Take a decision”
Effectiveness:
- Enhances understanding of collocation functions.

- Improves association skills.

Multiple Choice Questions
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Learners select the most appropriate collocation in a context.
Example:
"During the meeting, she was very __ (concerned / concerned about) the project.”
Answer: concerned about
Effectiveness:
- Tests contextual understanding.
- Prepares learners for real-world language use.
Sentence Rewriting and Correction
Learners correct incorrect collocations in sentences.
Example:
Incorrect: "He has a big responsibility."
Corrected: "He has a big responsibility.” (or "He bears a big responsibility.")
Effectiveness:
- Develops editing skills.
- Reinforces correct collocation usage.

Strategies for Maximizing Learning with Collocations in Use with
Answers

To get the most out of these resources, consider the following tips:

- Active Practice: Do exercises regularly, not just passively read answers.

- Contextual Learning: Try to incorporate new collocations into your own speaking and writing.

- Use in Conversation: Practice collocations in real dialogues or language exchanges.

- Create Personal Lists: Keep a vocabulary journal of collocations you learn and review it
periodically.
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- Focus on Patterns: Notice the grammatical patterns of collocations (e.g., noun + adjective, verb
+ preposition).

Limitations and Challenges

While "English Collocations in Use with Answers" is a valuable resource, it has some limitations:

- Limited Scope for Advanced Learners: May not cover highly idiomatic or less common
collocations.

- Contextual Variations: Some collocations may vary with dialects or registers, which exercises
might not fully capture.

- Need for Supplementary Practice: Relying solely on these exercises might lead to mechanical
memorization rather than genuine fluency.

Final Thoughts

"English Collocations in Use with Answers" is an indispensable resource for learners seeking to
improve their language proficiency through contextualized, practice-based learning. Its structured
exercises, immediate feedback, and focus on real-life usage make it a valuable tool for building a
natural, fluent command of English.

When combined with active speaking, writing practice, and exposure to authentic language media,
these exercises can significantly accelerate your mastery of collocations. Remember, the key to
success is consistent practice, contextual application, and an awareness of the patterns that make
your English sound more native-like.

Harness the power of collocations, and watch your confidence and competence in English soar!

QuestionAnswer What are collocations in English? Collocations are words that frequently go
together or are commonly used together in the English language, helping to make speech and
writing sound natural and fluent. Why is it important to learn collocations? Learning collocations
helps improve fluency, makes your language sound more natural, and reduces the chances of using
incorrect word combinations. Can you give an example of common collocations with the word
'make'? Sure! Examples include 'make a decision’, 'make an effort', and 'make a mistake'. What?s
the difference between 'strong' and 'powerful’ collocations? 'Strong’ collocates with words like 'tea’,
'wind', or 'evidence', while 'powerful' collocates with words like 'engine’, 'speech’, or 'weapon'. How
can | practice learning collocations effectively? Practice by reading extensively, noting common
word combinations, using them in sentences, and doing exercises specifically focused on
collocations. Are collocations the same as idioms? No, collocations are common word pairings,
while idioms are phrases with meanings that are different from the literal words. What are some
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common collocations with the verb 'take'? Examples include 'take a break’, 'take a photo’, and 'take
responsibility’. How do collocations help in IELTS or other exams? Using correct collocations can
improve your lexical resource score by demonstrating natural and accurate language use. Is it
enough to just memorize collocations? While memorization helps, it's more effective to understand
their usage and practice using them in context to achieve fluency. Where can | find resources to
learn English collocations? You can use books like 'English Collocations in Use', online platforms,
vocabulary apps, and extensive reading materials to learn collocations.

Related keywords: English collocations, collocations in use, collocation examples, collocation
practice, English vocabulary, language learning, vocabulary building, collocation exercises, English
idioms, language proficiency

Most Common English Collocations

Most common English collocations play a vital role in mastering the language, helping learners
sound more natural and fluent. Collocations are combinations of words that frequently go together,
and understanding them is essential for achieving proficiency in English. Whether you're a beginner
or an advanced learner, familiarizing yourself with the most common collocations will significantly
improve your speaking, writing, and comprehension skills. In this article, we will explore what
collocations are, why they are important, and provide extensive examples of the most common
English collocations to help you elevate your language abilities.

What Are Collocations?

A collocation is a pair or group of words that are commonly used together in a way that sounds
natural to native speakers. For example, in English, we say "make a decision" rather than "do a
decision," or "strong coffee" instead of "powerful coffee." Collocations are different from idioms or
fixed phrases; they are more flexible and are based on habitual usage.

Understanding collocations helps learners:
- Speak more naturally
- Improve their vocabulary

- Avoid common errors
- Enhance comprehension when reading or listening

Why Are Collocations Important?
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Collocations form the backbone of natural language use. Using correct collocations makes your
speech and writing sound fluent and idiomatic. Here are some reasons why mastering common
collocations is crucial:

- Fluency: Natural-sounding speech often relies on familiar word combinations.

- Vocabulary Building: Learning collocations expands your vocabulary with meaningful word
pairs.

- Understanding Context: Recognizing collocations helps interpret meaning in spoken and
written language.

- Writing Skills: Using appropriate collocations makes your writing more professional and
polished.

- Speaking Confidence: Familiarity with common collocations reduces hesitation and improves
pronunciation.

The Most Common English Collocations

The most common collocations span various parts of speech, including nouns, verbs, adjectives,
and adverbs. To make learning manageable, we'll categorize them accordingly and provide
examples within each category.

1. Common Noun + Verb Collocations

These are frequent in everyday conversation and writing:

- Make a decision

- Take a break

- Have a conversation
- Give a presentation
- Ask a question

- Do homework

- Pay attention

- Catch a bus

- Save time

- Lose patience

2. Common Verb + Noun Collocations

These are essential for expressing actions:
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- Break arecord

- Carry out research
- Make an effort

- Play arole

- Run a business

- Hold a meeting

- Save money

- Set a goal

- Take arisk

- Give advice

3. Common Adjective + Noun Collocations

These help describe nouns more vividly:

- Strong coffee

- Big mistake

- Heavy rain

- Fast car

- High temperature
- Clear sky

- Rich flavor

- Deep sleep

- Bright idea

- Old friend

4. Common Adverb + Adjective Collocations

These intensify or modify adjectives:

- Extremely important
- Highly recommended
- Deeply disappointed
- Very difficult

- Perfectly clear

- Completely satisfied
- Almost impossible

- Totally different

- Quite interesting
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- Really good
5. Common Verb + Adverb Collocations

These describe how actions are performed:

- Speak fluently

- Work hard

- Run quickly

- Drive carefully

- Study diligently

- Laugh loudly

- Wait patiently

- Listen attentively
- Act bravely

- Travel extensively

Common Collocations with Verbs and Nouns

Here are some frequently used verb-noun collocations that are vital for everyday communication:

- Make an appointment
- Take responsibility

- Give a compliment

- Catch attention

- Save energy

- Break the rules

- Pay a visit

- Lose weight

- Offer a solution

- Gain experience

Strategies to Learn and Use Collocations Effectively

Mastering collocations requires active learning strategies. Here are some tips:
1. Read Extensively

Reading books, articles, and newspapers exposes you to natural language use and common
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collocations.

2. Listen to Native Speakers

Podcasts, movies, and conversations help you hear how collocations are used in context.
3. Use Collocation Dictionaries

Specialized dictionaries, like the Oxford Collocations Dictionary, provide lists of common word
combinations.

4. Practice Actively

Create sentences using new collocations, participate in language exchange, or write essays
incorporating them.

5. Pay Attention to Context

Notice how collocations change with different contexts and aim to understand their nuances.

Examples of Collocation in Sentences

To solidify your understanding, here are example sentences using common collocations:

- She decided to make a decision after considering all the options.

- We need to take care of our environment to ensure a sustainable future.
- He gave a powerful speech that moved everyone in the audience.

- | always pay attention during lectures to understand the material better.
- They?re planning to launch a new product next month.

- It's important to set clear goals for your career development.

- The weather is extremely hot today, so stay hydrated.

- She has a deep understanding of the subject.

- We should arrange a meeting to discuss the project details.

- He works hard to achieve his dreams.

Conclusion

Understanding and using the most common English collocations is essential for anyone looking to
improve their language skills. Collocations not only make your speech sound more natural but also
enhance your comprehension and writing. By familiarizing yourself with the common patterns



english collocations in use with answers Study Guide Vol. 2025, Issue 8

outlined in this article, practicing regularly, and paying attention to how native speakers use
language, you'll be well on your way to speaking English with confidence and fluency. Remember,
language learning is a gradual process?integrate collocations into your

Most Common English Collocations: Unlocking Fluency Through Familiar Pairs

In the journey to master the English language, understanding how words naturally pair together is
crucial. Most common English collocations serve as the building blocks of fluent speech and
writing, helping learners sound more native-like and improving comprehension. Collocations?words
that frequently appear together?are ingrained in everyday communication, from casual
conversations to formal documents. Recognizing these word partnerships not only enhances
vocabulary but also boosts confidence in using English effectively. This article explores the
significance of collocations, highlights the most common types, and provides practical insights into
how learners can incorporate them into their language practice.

What Are Collocations and Why Do They Matter?
Defining Collocations

At its core, a collocation is a habitual juxtaposition of a particular word with other words, forming
familiar and natural-sounding combinations. Unlike mere synonyms, collocations are about the
natural pairing of words that often appear together in authentic language use. For example, in
English, we say "make a decision" rather than "do a decision," or "heavy rain" instead of "strong
rain." These pairings are not random but are established through common usage.

The Importance of Collocations in Language Learning

Understanding collocations is vital for several reasons:

- Fluency and Naturalness: Using common collocations helps speech and writing sound more
natural, aligning with how native speakers communicate.

- Memory and Recall: Learning fixed phrases aids in quicker recall and reduces hesitation during
speaking or writing.

- Comprehension: Recognizing common word combinations improves understanding of spoken
and written texts.

- Vocabulary Expansion: Collocations expand learners' expressive capabilities, allowing for varied
and precise language use.

Types of Common Collocations
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Collocations can be classified based on the parts of speech involved. Recognizing these types helps
learners focus on specific patterns and memaorize them effectively.

- Adjective + Noun Collocations

These are among the most frequent and recognizable collocations. They describe nouns with
specific adjectives, creating vivid images or precise meanings.

Examples:

- Strong coffee

- Heavy traffic

- Bright sunshine
- Deep sleep

- Fast car

Why they matter: They allow learners to describe nouns more vividly and accurately, enriching their
vocabulary with commonly used descriptive phrases.
- Verb + Noun Collocations

These collocations involve common verbs paired with nouns, often forming idiomatic or standard
expressions.

Examples:

- Make a mistake
- Take a shower

- Pay attention

- Hold a meeting
- Break a record

Significance: Mastering these helps in constructing meaningful sentences that are typical in both
formal and informal contexts.

- Noun + Verb Collocations
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Less frequent but equally important, these involve nouns that are typically associated with specific
verbs.

Examples:

- Interest him

- Concerned about

- Attention to detail

- Advice was given
Application: Useful for understanding and producing sentences where the noun is the subject
receiving or initiating action.

- Adverb + Adjective Collocations
These pairs modify the intensity or degree of adjectives, adding nuance to descriptions.
Examples:

- Extremely happy

- Highly unlikely

- Completely different

- Perfectly safe

- Seriously injured
Usefulness: They help convey precise attitudes or assessments, vital for nuanced communication.

The Most Common English Collocations in Daily Life

Some collocations are so prevalent that they appear in virtually all forms of communication. Here?s
a curated list highlighting the most essential ones, categorized for clarity.

Common Collocations in Everyday Conversations
- Make a decision

- Take a break
- Give advice
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- Ask a question

- Have a conversation
- Get ready

- Go shopping

- Tell the truth

- Do homework

Impact: These collocations are foundational for casual speech and social interactions, enabling
learners to participate actively in conversations.

Collocations in Business and Formal Contexts

- Hold a meeting

- Make an effort

- Take responsibility
- Offer assistance

- Meet deadlines

- Give a presentation
- Generate income

- Conduct research

Impact: Mastery of these collocations enhances professionalism and clarity in formal writing and
business communication.

Collocations in Academic and Written English

- Conduct an experiment
- Draw conclusions

- Make an assumption

- Present evidence

- Establish a connection
- Provide information

- Identify issues

- Support an argument

Impact: These collocations are essential for academic writing and research, allowing students and
professionals to articulate ideas coherently.

Strategies for Learning and Using Common Collocations
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Incorporating collocations into language practice requires deliberate strategies. Here are some
effective methods:

- Exposure Through Authentic Materials
Reading books, newspapers, and magazines exposes learners to natural collocations. Listening to
podcasts, watching movies, and engaging with native speakers further reinforce familiar word pairs.

- Using Collocation Dictionaries
Specialized dictionaries, such as the Oxford Collocations Dictionary, provide curated lists of
common collocations for each word, serving as valuable reference tools.

- Practicing in Context
Instead of rote memorization, learners should practice collocations within sentences or real-life
scenarios. For example, writing sentences like "I need to make a decision today" helps reinforce
usage.

- Creating Collocation Lists
Making personalized lists of frequently encountered collocations allows learners to review and
consolidate their knowledge regularly.

- Employing Collocation Games and Quizzes

Interactive activities, such as matching exercises, fill-in-the-blank sentences, or online quizzes,
make learning engaging and effective.

Challenges in Mastering Collocations and How to Overcome Them

While collocations are essential, they can pose challenges for language learners:

- Memory Overload: The vast number of collocations can be overwhelming.
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Solution: Focus on high-frequency collocations first, gradually expanding your repertoire.

- Inconsistent Usage: Some collocations may have variations, leading to confusion.

Solution: Consult reputable resources and observe usage in authentic contexts.

- Differences Between Learner and Native Usage: Non-native speakers might use collocations
incorrectly or awkwardly.

Solution: Regular exposure and feedback from native speakers can help refine usage.
Final Thoughts: The Path to Natural Fluency

Mastering the most common English collocations is a significant step toward achieving fluency and
sounding more authentic. They serve as the linguistic glue that binds words into natural, meaningful
expressions. For learners, the key lies in consistent practice, exposure, and active use. Whether
engaging in conversations, writing essays, or reading articles, integrating collocations into daily
language use will bridge the gap between basic vocabulary and fluent communication.

In conclusion, understanding and employing most common English collocations unlocks a richer,
more nuanced mastery of the language. As you expand your collocational knowledge, you'll find
yourself expressing ideas more precisely, understanding native speakers effortlessly, and
communicating with confidence. Embrace these word partnerships, and watch your English skills
soar to new heights.

QuestionAnswer What are common examples of collocations in English? Common collocations
include phrases like 'make a decision," 'strong coffee,' 'fast car,' ‘heavy rain,' and 'break a record.'
These are words that frequently go together in natural English usage. Why is learning collocations
important for English learners? Learning collocations helps improve fluency and naturalness in
speech and writing by enabling learners to use words in familiar and correct combinations, making
their language sound more authentic. How can | effectively learn common English collocations? You
can learn collocations by reading extensively, noting common word pairings, using collocation
dictionaries, practicing speaking and writing with these phrases, and engaging with language apps
that emphasize natural phrase usage. Are there differences between collocations and idioms? Yes,
collocations are habitual word pairings that often go together, while idioms are expressions with
meanings that are not deducible from the individual words. Collocations are more about common
word combinations, whereas idioms are figurative expressions. Can you give examples of verb +
noun collocations? Certainly! Examples include 'take a shower," ‘'make a decision," ‘pay attention,’
'save money," and 'run a business.' These combinations are frequently used in everyday English.



english collocations in use with answers Study Guide Vol. 2025, Issue 8

What are some common adjective + noun collocations? Examples include ‘heavy rain," 'bright
future,’ 'strong wind," 'deep sleep,’ and 'fast car.' These combinations are typical in both spoken and
written English. How do collocations vary between formal and informal contexts? Some collocations
are more formal, like ‘conduct an investigation," while others are informal, such as 'hang out with
friends." Understanding the context helps in choosing appropriate collocations. Are collocations the
same across all English dialects? While many collocations are universal, some may vary between
dialects or regions due to cultural differences or idiomatic usage, so awareness of regional
variations can enhance understanding. What resources can help me master common English
collocations? Resources include collocation dictionaries like '‘Oxford Collocations Dictionary,'
language learning apps like Anki and Quizlet, online exercises, and reading materials such as news
articles, books, and blogs that expose you to natural language use.

Related keywords: English collocations, common phrases, word combinations, collocation

examples, language patterns, lexical chunks, phraseology, idiomatic expressions, vocabulary
building, language learning
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